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Therefore  the  Lord  himself  shall  give 
you  a  sign:  Behold,  a  virgin  shall  con- 
ceive, and  bear  a  son,  and  shall  call  his 
name  Immannel.      (Isa.  7:  14.) 

For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a 
son  is  given :  and  the  government  shall 
be  upon  his  shoulder :  and  his  name  shall 
be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The 
mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father,  The 
Prince  of  Peace.      (Isa.  9:6.) 


Christmas  Day  is  celebrated  and  should 
be  more  generally  solemnized  as  an  anni- 
versary, a  birthday,  commemorating  the 
earthly  embodiment  of  the  greatest  and 
holiest  Personage  who  has  ever  lived  and 
died  upon  this  planet.  As  each  annual 
recurrence  is  known  as  Christmas  there 


can  be  no  impropriety  in  applying  that 
designation  to  the  event  itself ;  and  so  we 
shall  speak  of  the  birth  of  the  Christ 
Child  as  the  First  Christmas. 

Birthdays  of  those  who  have  attained 
prominence,  of  men  who  have  been  ac- 
corded membership  in  the  brotherhood 
called  "  Great,"  are  very  generally  ob- 
served as  memorial  occasions  among 
practically  all  nations.  And  this  is  well 
— for  lives  of  the  great  should  be  remem- 
bered in  honor  of  their  worthy  achieve- 
ments and  for  the  lessons  they  convey  as 
examples  and  incentives  to  the  yet  living. 
If  such  be  the  custom  with  respect  to 
men  who  have  wrought  well  in  worldly 
affairs,  •  there  is  sublime  fitness  in  thus 
commemorating    the    earthlv    advent    of 


MAKE  SOME  ONE  HAPPY  A  WHOLE  YEAR    BY    PAYING    THEIR    SUB- 
SCRIPTION to  "  Cumcrah's  Southern  Cross  "  2/6  a  year.   MAKE  YOURSELF 
HAPPY  LIKEWISE.    DO  IT  NOW. 


MERRY     CHRISTMAS.     HAPPY    NEW    YEAR. 
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Him  who  is  acknowledged  and  acclaimed 
as  the  Greatest  of  the  great,  the  Man 
Supreme. 

The  Meridian  of  Time 

As  to  the  precise  time  of  our  Lord's 
birth  into  mortality,  discussion  has  been 
long  and  strong;  but  all  such  we  may 
well  pass  over  at  this  time  at  least,  re- 
membering only  that  the  weight  of 
authority  indicates  a  month  in  Spring,  at 
or  near  the  beginning  of  the  Jewish  New 
Year. 

The  birth  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  oc- 
curred at  what  has  been  impressively  and 
authoritatively  called  "  The  Meridian  of 
Time."  This  revealed  designation  is 
profoundly  significant ;  and  the  expres- 
sion is  no'  less  choice  as  a  rhetorical  figure 
than  as  a  description  striking  in  its  plain- 
ness and  forceful  in  its  simplicity.  As 
indicating  a  principal  division  of  time  or 
space  the  term  meridian  has  an  exact 
meaning.  Thus  we  divide  the  hours  of 
the  day  as  occurring  before  or  after  the 
noon — ante-meridian  (a.m.)  or  post- 
meridian (p.m.)  ;  and  so  the  years  and 
centuries  of  human  history  are  reckoned 
from  the  central  point  of  chronological 
record,   as  before  or  after  Christ. 

Mohammedan  and  infidel,  boasting 
atheist  and  passive  unbeliever,  Christian 
and  Jew,  add  tot  the  homage  of  the  ages 
in  their  acknowledgment  of  the  majesty 
of  Bethlehem's  Babe.  Individual  birth 
and  death,  whether  of  pauper,  aristocrat 
or  monarch,  the  setting  up  of  thrones  and 
the  downfall  of  dynasties,  the  Avars  of 
nations,  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  the 
achievements  of  men  and  the  convulsions 
of  nature,  are  all  fixed  as  to  time  by  re- 
ference to  the  birth  of  Mary's  Child. 

Supremacy  off  Jeius  of  Nazareth 

To  the  student  of  history  this  Man 
among  men  stands  first,  foremost  and 
alone  as  a  directing  personality  in  the 
world's  progression.  Mankind  has  never 
produced  a  leader  to  rank  with  Him. 
Regarded  solely  as  a  historic  Personage 
He  is  unique.  Judged  by  the  standard 
of  human  estimation,  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
is  supreme  among  men  by  reason  of  the 
excellence  of  His  general  character,  the 
simplicity,  beauty  and  genuine  worth  of 


His  precepts,  and  the  influence  of  His 
example  and  doctrines  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  race.  To  these  distinguish- 
ing characteristics  of  surpassing  great- 
ness, the  devout  Christian  soul  adds  an 
attribute  that  far  exceeds  the  sum  of  all 
the  others — the  divinity  of  Christ's  birth 
and  ministry  and  the  eternal  reality  of 
His  status  as  Lord  and  God. 

Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea, 
as  prophets  had  foretold,  as  prophets  have 
attested.  His  earthly  life  covered  a 
period  of  thirty-three  years  ;  and  of  these 
but  three  were  spent  by  Him  as  an  ac- 
knowledged Teacher  openly  engaged  in 
the  activities  of  public  ministry.  He  was 
brought  to  death  by  violence  before  He 
had  attained  what  we  now  regard  as  the 
age  of  manhood's  prime.  As  an  indivi- 
dual He  was  personally  known  to  but 
few,  and  His  fame  as  a  world  character 
became  general  only  after  His  death. 
Nevertheless,  man  never  lived  of  whom 
more  has  been  said  and  sung,  none  to 
whom  is  devoted  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  world's  literature.  He  is  extolled 
by  Christian  and  non-Christian,  by  skep- 
tic and  infidel,  by  the  world's  greatest 
poets,  philosophers,  statesmen,  scientists 
and  historians.  Even  the  profane  sinner 
in  the  foul  sacrilege  of  his  oath  acclaims 
the  divine  supremacy  of  Him  whose  name 
he  desecrates — Jesus  the  Christ! 

Ancient  Nations  in  America. 

Although  the  holy  birth  occurred  in 
Judea,  with  but  few  to  bear  witness, 
from  first-hand  knowledge — those  few 
comprising  humble  shepherds  and  men  of 
high  estate — it  had  been  divinely  decreed 
that  the  nativity  should  be  acclaimed  by 
supermortal  agencies  to  nations  afar,  to 
peoples  who  had  been  long  sequestered 
beyond  the  western  oceans,  whose  exis- 
tence was  unknown  to  the  eastern  world. 
For  six  centuries  prior  to  the  Lord's  birth 
the  American  Continent  had  been  occu- 
pied by  the  posterity  of  a  body  of  immi- 
grants who  had  been  brought  hither  from 
Jerusalem.  Down  through  those  cen- 
turies prophets  of  the  West  had  foretold 
in  great  plainness  the  earthly  advent  of 
Christ,  and  had  specifically  set  forth  cir- 
cumstances of  time  and  place. 
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The  original  colony  had  been  led  from 
Jerusalem  by  Lebi,  a  prophet.  In  a 
vessel  constructed  under  divine  direction 
these  people  had  crossed  the  ocean  and 
had  become  established  on  the  Western 
Continent.  From  one  small  camp  two 
nations  had  sprung",  and  Lamanites  and 
Nephites  strove  for  supremacy  as  only 
brothers  with  brothers  can  contend. 
However,  there  were  periods  of  truce, 
and  during  the  decade  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  birth  of  Christ  many  among 
the  Lamanites  showed  increasing  right- 
eousness, while  the  Nephites  fell  into 
iniquity.  Evils  that  flourish  best  amidst 
the  indolence  of  luxury,  wickedness  that 
thrives  on  the  abuse  of  prosperity,  had 
corrupted  the  white  nation  so  that  many 
became  less  acceptable  than  their  red- 
skinned  brethren  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord. 
Predicted  Signs  in  the  West 

A  Lamanite  prophet,  Samuel,  came 
with  divine  commission  and  proclaimed 
against  the  Nephite  city  of  Zarahemla — 
a  second  Jonah  warning  another  Nineveh. 
In  stirring  tones  of  inspired  forcefulness 
he  upbraided  the  people  for  their  wicked- 
ness and  predicted  their  eventual  destruc- 
tion. Unlike  the  Ninevites  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  Zarahemla  turned  not 
from  their  sins  but  scorned  the  prophet 
and  strove  to  take  his  life.  One  part  of 
the  message  delivered  by  Samuel  has 
especial  reference  to  our  present  subject. 
Thus  he  spake : 

"  Behold,  I  give  unto-  you  a  sign;  for 
five  years  more  cometh,  and  behold,  then 
cometh  tin  Son  of  God  to  redeem  all 
those  who  shall  believe  on  his  name. 
And  behold,  this  will  I  give  unto  you  for 
a  sign  at  the  time  of  his  coming ;  for  be- 
hold, there  shall  be  great  lights  in  hea- 
ven, insomuch  that  in  the  night  before 
he  cometh  there  shall  be  no  darkness, 
insomuch  that  it  shall  appear  unto  man 
as  if  it  was  day. 

"  Therefore,  there  shall  be  one  day  and 
a  night  and  a  day,  as  if  it  were  one  day 
and  there  were  no  night ;  and  this  shall 
be  unto  you  for  a  sign  ;  for  ye  shall  know 
of  the  rising  of  the  sun  and  also  of  its 
setting;  therefore  they  shall  know  of  a 
surety  that  there  shall  be  two  days  and 
a  night ;  nevertheless  the  night  shall  not 


be   darkened  ;   and    it   shall   be   the   night 
before  he  is  born. 

"  And  behold,  there  shall  a  new  star 
arise,  such  an  one  as  ye  ne\er  have  be- 
held; and  this  also  shall  be  a,  sign  unto 
you.  And  behold  this  is  not  all,  there 
shall  be  many  signs  and  wonders  in  hea- 
ven." (Book  of  Mormon,  Helaman  14: 
2-0). 

The  Fulfilment. 

Most  of  the  sin-laden  Nephites  resented 
the  proclamation  of  the  Lamanitish  pro- 
phet, and  in  their  anger  assailed  him; 
but  others,  touched  by  his  inspired  ac- 
claim, believed  in  him  and  his  message 
and  sought  to  make  reparation  for  their 
sins.  The  records  tell,  of  the  eagerness 
with  which  the  believers  awaited  the  ap- 
pearing of  the  promised  signs  and  of  their 
bitter  persecution  by  their  unregenerate 
fellows.  Following  the  delivery  of  his 
proclamation  the  prophet  had  disappeared 
as  suddenly  as  he  had  come  and  his  later 
doings  are  unknown  to  history.  So  the 
repentant  Nephites  watched,  waited, 
prayed  and  suffered,  while  the  rest  per- 
secuted and  blasphemed.  As  the  end  of 
the  five  year  interval  approached,  the 
persecutors  announced  a  day  on  which 
all  who  professed  belief  in  the  prophecies 
of  Samuel  should  be  put  to  death,  pro- 
vided the  supernatural  signs  had  not  ap- 
peared. The  principal  minister  among 
the  Nephites  of  that  period  was  Nephi, 
son  of  Nephi,  and  grandson  of  Helaman. 
He  was  greatly  troubled  over  the  threat- 
ened destruction  of  his  people  and  sought 
the  Lord  in  mighty  prayer,  with  what 
effect  let  the  sacred  record  itself  speak: 

"  Behold,  the  voice  of  the  Lord  came 
unto  him,  saying:  Lift  up  your  head  and 
be  of  good  cheer;  for  behold,  the  time  is 
at  hand,  and  on  this  night  shall  the  sign 
be  given,  and  on  the  morrow  come  I  into 
the  world,  to  show  unto  the  world  that 
I  will  fulfil  all  that  which  I  have  caused 
to  be  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  my  holy 
prophets."  (Book  of  Mormon,  3  Neplu 
1:   12,  13). 

The  Lord's  promise  was  literally  ful- 
filled. As  the  day  drew  to  a  close  the 
sun  sank  beyond  the  western  horizon  as 
ever  before  and  since ;  yet  on  that  night 
of  nights  no   twilight    accompanied    the 
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setting,  no  darkness  followed.  Gratitude 
for  deliverance  from  impending  death 
mingled  with  ihanksgiving  for  the  Sav- 
ior's coming.  The  prophets  had  spoken 
truly:  the  Lord  Omnipotent  had  come  to 
His  own,  to  live  and  to  die  as  one  of 
them,  and  yet  as  no  one  of  them  had 
ever  lived  or  ever  could  die.  As  the 
night  without  a  shadow  passed  away  the 
sun  rose  in  its  sjjlendour  and  thankful 
hearts  poured  forth  their  praises  for  the 
day — the  day  on  which  the  Lord  was 
born.  Other  wonders  followed  and  the 
Star  of  the  West  appeared,  equaling  in 
lustrous  glory  the  Star  as  seen  at  Beth- 
lehem. Such  were  some  of  the  splendors 
attending  the  First  Christmas  on  the 
Western  Continent. 

Signs  Attesting  the  Crucifixion 

Eemembrance  of  these  wondrous  events 
was  treasured  as  sacred  knowledge,  to  be 
spoken  of  with  reverence  and  to  be  trans- 
mitted from  parent  to  child  as  a  holy 
heritage.  A  third  of  a  century  later, 
while  many  of  the  witnesses  of  the  glor- 
ious manifestation  at  the  time  of  the 
Savior's  birth  were  still  living,  the  tragic 
counterpart  of  the  prophetic  picture  ap- 
peared in  all  the  terrifying  reality  de- 
picted by  Samuel.  The  Western  Hemi- 
sphere groaned  in  sympathetic  agony 
with  the  Eastern  as  the  dread  drama  of 
the   crucifixion  was   enacted. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  first  month, 
or,  according  to  our  reckoning,  during 
the  first  week  of  April,  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  following  the  illumined  night 
and  the  appearance  of  the  new  star,  there 
arose  in  the  land  of  the  Nephites  a  great 
and  terrible  tempest,  with  thunderings, 
lightnings,  and  both  elevations  and  sub 
sidences  of  the  earth's  crust,  so  that 
highways  were  broken  up,  mountains 
were  sundered,  and  many  cities  were 
utterly  destroyed  by  earthquake,  fire  and 
the  inrush  of  the  sea.  For  three  hours 
the  frightful  turmoil  continued ;  then 
pitch  darkness  fell  in  which  it  was  found 
impossible  to  kindle  a  fire.  This  condi- 
tion lasted  until  the  third  day,  so  that 
a  night,  a  day  and  a  night  were  as 
one  unbroken  niffht. 


When  Christ  Stood  on  American  Soil 

Those  who  lived  through  the  scenes  of 
terror  and  destruction  were  declared  to 
bo  the  more  righteous  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  to  them  hope  was  offered  on  condi 
tion  of  more  thorough  repentance  and 
reformation.  Soon  after  His  ascension 
from  Olivet,  the  Resurrected  Christ  ap- 
peared in  Person  among  them.  A  mul- 
titude had  assembled  at  the  Temple, 
earnestly  discoursing  with  one  another 
over  the  great  changes  that  had  come 
about  in  the  land,  and  particularly  con- 
cerning Jesus  Christ,  of  whose  atoning 
death  the  predicted  signs  had  been  wit- 
nessed in  all  their  tragic  reality.  While 
thus  congregated  they  heard  a  voice  from 
above,  saying:  "  Behold  my  Beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased,  in 
whom  I  have  glorified  my  name — hear  ye 
Him!"    (Book  of  Mormon,  3  Nephi  11 :  7.) 

While  gazing  upward  in  reverent  ex- 
pectation the  people  beheld  a  Man 
clothed  in  a  white  robe,  who  descended 
and  stood  among  them.  He  spake,  say- 
ins:  "  Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ,  wdiom 
the  prophets  testified  shall  come  into  the 
world.  And  behold,  I  am  the  light  and 
life  of  the  world;  and  I  have  drunk  out 
of  that  bitter  cup  which  the  Father  hath 
given  me,  and  have  glorified  the  Father- 
in  taking  upon  me  the  sins  of  the  world, 
in  the  which  I  have  suffered  the  will  of 
the  Father  in  all  things  from  the  begin- 
ning." (Verses  10,  11.)  To  them  Ho 
showed  the  wounds  inflicted  by  the  cruci- 
fiers ;  among  them  He  established  His 
Church,  with  twelve  ordained  disciples; 
among  them  He  prescribed  the  essential 
ordinances  of  His  Gospel  and  gave 
authority  for  their  administration. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  solemnly  affirms  the  genuine- 
ness and  sanctity  of  these  Scriptures  of 
the  West  given  to  the  world  in  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  This  sacred  volume  is  a 
translation  of  ancient  records,  made 
through  the  gift  and  power  of  God  by 
Joseph  Smith,  whose  birthday  anniver- 
sary is  but  two  days  hence,  he  having 
been  born  at  Sharon,  Vermont,  Decem- 
ber 23,  1805.  The  Church  avows  that 
this  man  was  and  is  as  truly  a  prophet 
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of  the  Living  God,  as  was  Moses  or 
Elijah,  Peter  or  Paul.  Like  unto  a  voice 
from  the  dust  has  this  new  and  indepen- 
dent witness  of  Jesus  as  the  Christ  come 
forth  out  of  the  earth,  speaking  in  mod- 
ern tongues.  This  miracle  hath  the  Lord 
wrought  through  His  latter-day  seer  and 
revelator,  Joseph  Smith  the  Prophet. 
Greetings  of  the  Season 

As  relating  to  the  Christmastide  now 
upon  us  I  pray  you'  hear  and  heed  these 
lines  from  the  current  "  Christmas  Greet- 
ings "  addressed  by  the  First  Presidency 
of  the  Church  to  its  members  and  offered 
to  the  world  at  large : 

"  We  know  that  the  Lord  has  spoken 
and  is  speaking  in  these  days  as  in  an- 
'cient  times,  through  prophets  of  His 
choice  and  commission,  and  that  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  reestablished 
upon  the  earth,  with  the  Holy  Priesthood 
vested  therein,  and  for  the  last  time! 

"  As  we  solemnly  yet  joyously  com- 
memorate the  coming  of  the  Lord  into 
mortality,  to  affirm  His  existence  as  the 
Son  of  the  Eternal  Father,  to  assure  by 
His  sacrificial  atonement  the  universal 
redemption  of  the  race  from  death,  and 
to  make  possible  the  salvation  and  exal- 
tation of  all  who  will  obey  His  law,  so 
ought  we  to  consider  in  happy  expect- 
ancy the  impending  return  of  the  Christ 
— for  come  He  will,  in  power  and  great 
glory,  to  bring  about  a  restitution  and 
rectification  of  the  affairs  of  men  and 
nations.  Then  all  shall  know  Him  as 
Lord  and  King,  whose  dominion  shall  be 
that  of  righteousness,  administered  in 
strict  regard  to  both  justice  and  mercy. 

: '  We  are  nearer  the  time  of  the  Second 
Advent  than  mankind  have  ever  been, 
aye,  nearer  than  mankind  are  willing  to 
admit  or  believe. 

"  Another  year  will  soon  begin  its 
course ;  and  we  should  devoutly  hope 
that  by  Divine  grace  it  may  be  a  year 
less  sullied  by  sin,  and  therefore  more 
brightened  by  the  growth  of  peace  and 
good  will  among  men  and  by  greater  re- 
ceptiveness  to  the  influence  of  the  Spirit 
of  Truth  which  emanates  from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

May  the  Christmas  spirit  abound  in 
our   hearts   and   homes.     Mav   the   New 


Year  bring  to  us  a  rich  measure  of  the 
Lord's  bounty,  in  blessings  best  suited  to 
our  individual  needs,  and  to  the  condi- 
tions of  men  and  nations  throughout  the 
world!  May  our  voices,  our  souls,  be 
united  in  the  sacred  Hosanna :  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will  toward  men!  Amen; 
«^» 


BE  GOOD— GOOD  CHRISTMAS. 


In  remembrance  of  our  Master,  the 
Savior  of  us  all,  let  us  join  with  "  Cu- 
morah  Southern  Cross  "  in  hallowing  His 
Holy  Name,  and  sweetly  call  to  the 
minds  of  those  with  whom  we  may  meet, 
the  sacredness  of  Christmas,  the  love  and 
goodness  which  should  characterize  it, 
and  the  spirit  of  peace  and  good  will 
which  should  prevail. 

In  a  day  when  the  life  of  man  is  un- 
certain ;  when  one  hardly  knows  who  to 
caJl  "friend";  when  the  son  may  turn 
against  his  father;  when  men  deceive 
men,  and  try  to  deceive  God  ;  when  many 
women,  and  their  men  consorts,  vie  in 
lust  and  sin ;  when  the  finest  creation 
of  God,  the  innocence  of  youth,  is  lost; 
when  the  worst  has  happened  ...  if  the 
worst  can  happen ;  cannot  the  solace 
which  the  Spirit  of  Christmas  brings  re- 
fresh the  tired  and  wearied  soul,  and 
bring  to  the  torn  and  bleeding  heart  the 
freshness  of  a  touch  from  the  Hand  of 
God. 

When  men  live  great  and  women  join 
them ;  when  youth  thinks  of  what  makes 
men  great ;  when  achievement  and  suc- 
cess adds  to  success ;  when  some  men 
will  not  yield,  and  women  can  feel  the 
protection  of  honor  in  men ;  when  peace 
reigns  supreme,  and  men  feel  the  Glory 
of  God  ;  then  this  is  the  Spirit  of  Christ- 
mas. Long  may  it  dwell  in  the  hearts 
of  men.  If  it  can  be  there  on  Christmas 
Day,  or  before,  why  can't  it  linger  for  a 
few  days  thereafter?  And  if  a  few  days, 
why  not  a  month,  and  a  year? 

President  and  Sister  Dalton,  and  all 
the  Missionaries  join  with  "  Cumorah 
Southern  Cross  "  in  wishing  to  its  many 
readers  the  beautiful  spirit  of  Christmas, 
to  be  with  them  throughout  the  year 
1932.     D. 
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CHRISTMAS  GREETING. 
From  President  and  Sister  Widtsoe. 


I  lear  Brethren  and  Sisters, 

The  latter-day  saints  in  Europe  have 
cause  to  rejoice  during-  this  Christinas 
time.  They  have  received  all  merited 
blessings,  as  they  have  obeyed  the  laws 
of  life  ;  reasonable  health  has  waited 
upon  them  ;  the  branches  of  the  Church 
have  increased  in  membership,  happy 
activity  and  spiritual  warmth,  and  the 
former  prejudice  of  the  nations  against 
our  people   is   slowly  melting  away. 

These  are  troublous  days — days  fore- 
told by  the  prophets  of  old — preparatory 
to  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  Neverthe- 
less, in  the  midst  of  unexampled  social 
and  political  upheavels  there  is  no  fear 
in  the  hearts  of  the  latter-day  saints,  for 
they,  trusting  the  Lord,  find  comfort  in 
the  glorious  principles  of  truth,  and 
security  in  the  promises  of  protection  to 
all  who  live  the  Gospel  daily.  For  the 
gifts  of  the  Gospel,  with  an  understand- 
ing thereof,  the  latter-day  saints  are 
grateful. 

The  future  is  secure,  if  the  members 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  keep  their 
covenants  with  God.  Neither  man  nor 
forces  of  evil  shall  then  have  power  to 
overthrow  the  Church  or  to  hinder  its 
progress.  Its  saving  message  will  be 
taught  to  every  nation,  and  all  who  really 
love  truth  will  accept  its  message.  The 
Church  will  increase  in  these  lands,  and 
from  out  the  congregations  of  saints  will 
proceed  the  light  and  truth — the  princi- 
ples of  action — that  will  bring  peace  and 
iov  to  strugg'lino',  warring  humanity. 
The  nations  will  yet  delight  in  the  Gos- 
pel  message.     Our   destiny   is  victory. 

We  rejoice   in  the   faith   and  devotion 
of   the   European   latter-day   saints,    who 


in  spiritual  wealth  are  like  unto  faithful 
saints    in    any    other    pari    of    the    world. 

We  are  proud  of  your  diligence  in  the 
latter-day  work.  Gladness  fills  our 
hearts  when  we  think  of  the  fine  exam- 
ples that  you  set  before  your  fellow  men. 
Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  you  are  heirs 
to  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  you 
will  receive  them  as  you  have  need  of 
them  and  merit  thorn.  Your  faithful- 
ness will  not  be  forgotten  by  Him  in 
whose  hands  are  the  heavens  and  the 
earth. 

May  this  Christmas  season  be  for  you 
one  of  unclouded  joy  and  happiness. 
May  an  increased  resolve  come  out  of 
our  celebration,  to  follow  the  example 
of  our  Master,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to 
make  every  day  one  of  thanksgiving,  of 
sacrifice  for  others,  of  obedience  to 
divine  commands,  of  love  for  God  and 
man.  We  are  called  to  be  saviours  of 
men.  We  must  find,  and  make  alive  by 
loving  appreciation,  the  goodness  and 
beauty  that  dwell  in  every  human  soul. 
We  must  still  the  unkind  tongue  ;  banish 
the  evil  thought,  and  destroy  the  unholy 
desire,  in  ourselves  and  others.  Then 
we,  in  humble  sphere,  shall  be  able  to 
do  the  work  of  our  Master,  and  the 
beauty  of  Christ's  life  will  be  ours. 
Then,  our  Christmas  celebration  and  the 
days  that  follow,  will  be  joyous  indeed. 
We  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  you,  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  in  the  European  Mis- 
sions, and  the  body  of  devoted  mission- 
aries with  their  officers  and  presidents. 
May  the  peace  of  heaven  be  upon  you 
all,  and  may  the  spirit  of  Christmas  re- 
main in  your  hearts  throughout  the  com- 
ing year. 

Sincerely, 

John    A.    Widtsoe, 
Leah  I).  Widtsoe. 


To  Understand  Normonism 

Read  the  Books  published  by  the  Church — 
We  Recommend  — 

Story  and  Philosophy  of  Mormonism   Jas.  E.  Talma^e  75  ct.  3/6 

The  Gospel    -  -  -  B.  H.  Roberts  $1,25  5/6 

Write  for  a  complete  Catalog  of  Church  Books. 

DESERET  BOOK  COMPANY,  po  Box  1793 
SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH,  U.S.A. 
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EMANCIPATION  OF  WOMEN 
UNDER  GOSPEL  GUIDANCE. 


Dedicated  to  Mission  Relief  Societies,  by 

Sister  MAY  GREENBERG,   Bloemfon- 

tein  Branch. 


In  the  Biblical  days  we  find  prophet- 
esses and  priestesses  among  the  Israel- 
it  ish  women,  showing-  that  women  were 
not  kept  in  subjection. 

Following  the  apostacy  and  with  the 
coming  of  the  Dark  Ages  women  were 
looked  upon  as  mere  chattels — they  were 
considered  as  property  to  be  used  and 
abused  at  the  will  of  their  Lords  and 
Masters.  They  were  kept  in  utter  sub- 
jection. There  was  no  happiness  in  this 
state  of  affairs.  Women  were  ever  striv- 
ing to  break  these  bonds  and  obtain  edu- 
cation and  equal  rights  with  man.  The 
barriers  have  been  gigantic  and  have 
taken  centuries  to  overcome. 

With  the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel 
women  were  again  granted  equal  rights 
in  the  Church,  for  the  first  time  in  cen- 
turies. Political  rights  in  territorial 
Utah  were  later  granted  them.  Mothers 
of  Zion  assumed  their  true  and  rightful 
position  as  man's  helpmeet  and  are  to- 
day recognized  as  sharers  in  the  Priest- 
hood. 

The  influence  of  women  has  been  sweet 
throughout  the  history  of  the  Church 
and  shows  how  great  has  been  their  mis- 
sion in  the  building  up  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Clod  upon  earth.  Aiding  in  the  cor- 
recting of  morals  and  strengthening  of 
virtues  and  rebuking  when  necessary, 
ministering  to  the  social  and  material 
needs  of  the  body  of  the  people,  the 
mothers  of  Zion  will  ever  be  honored  for 
their  efforts. 

The  organization  of  the  Belief  Society 
was  another  means  for  them  to  do  their 
gocd  work.  They  were  taught  to  govern 
themselves  under  the  direction  of  the 
Priesthood.  They  were  able  to  do  work 
men  are  not  fitted  to  do.-  The  Priest- 
hood and  Belief  Society  work  hand  in 
hand.  They  can  be  likened  to  husband 
and  wife  in  the  marriage  covenant  for 
time  and  eternity.  We  can  see  the  wis- 
dom  of  God  in   the   organisms:  of  these 


bodies  of  workers  in  co-operation  in  His 
Kingdom.  The  accomplishments  of  bhe 
Relief  Society  include  the  obtaining  of 
much  knowledge— not  only  hr  mother- 
hood, homemaking,  health,  literature, 
theology,  and  economies,  but  in  indus- 
tries, all  better  equipping  woman  for  her 
place   in   the  new  world  of  freedom. 

Looking  over  the  last  century  we  can 
see  the  progress  women  have  made  in 
their  new  sphere  and  the  good  that  has 
been  accomplished.  Woman  has  from 
time  immemorial  fought  for  social  reform 
such  as  abolition  of  slavery,  moderation 
and  abstinence  from  alchoholic  bever- 
ages. She  has  been  particularly  vigilant 
in  the  character  field,  which  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  as 
pre-eminently  woman's.  She  has  like- 
wise been  very  active  in  earing  for  the 
downtrodden,  and  for  the  younger  gener- 
ation, always  striving  for  the  perfect 
home,  and  for  the  perfect  character 
in  the  youth  of  Zion,  so  that 
the  world  might  well  look  upon  these 
things  as  the  foundation  of  society.  Edu- 
cation has  been  the  means  for  women  to 
grow  and  develop  to  unt  bought  of 
heights.  Her  freedom  granted  through 
the  will  of  Trod,  she  fulfils  her  life  here 
upon   the   earth. 

"A  NOBLE  REVENGE." 


An  officer  in  the  army  one  day  struck 
a  common  soldier.  He  was  young  and 
hot-tempered,  and  he  forgot  the  respect 
due  to  himself,  and  the  duty  he  owed  his 
neighbor. 

The  soldier  whom  he  struck  was  a 
young  man,  too,  and  noted  for  his 
courage  ;  he  felt  the  insult  deeply.  Mili- 
tary disciplin  forbade  that  he  should  re- 
turn the  blow,  he  could  only  use  words. 
Perhaps  he  was  hot-tempered,  also,  for 
he  said  to  the  officer : 

"  I  will  make  you  repent  it!  " 

So  they  were  ill  friends. 

One  day,  in  the  heat  of  a  furious  en- 
gagement, the  young  soldier  saw  an 
officer  who  was  wounded  and  separated 
from  his  company,  gallantly  striving  to 
(Continued  foot  page  264). 
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Relief  Society  Convention,  Great  Success. 


The  first  Convention  of  the  Women's 
Relief  Society  of  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion terminated  on  Saturday,  Dec.  12. 
A  great  spirit  prevailed  during  the  nine-. 
teen  sessions  of  the  week,  in  which  re- 
presentatives from  all  the  seven  Districts 
eagerly  sought  to  better  the  fundamental 
workings  of  this  great  organization  of  the 
Mission. 

Mrs.  Geneve  J.  Dalton,  President  of 
the  Relief  Societies  of  the  Church,  in 
South  Africa,  presided.  Her  splendid 
counsel,  coupled  with  her  love  and  devo- 
tion lent  strength  to*  every  detail.  The 
Sisters  who  were  duly  appointed  Repre- 
sentatives, were  untiring  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  their  duties,  and  in  no  instance 
was  there  a  murmur  or  word  spoken  by 
any  of  them  but  what  could  be  taken  as 
a  forward  urge  to  the  success  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  the  numerous  things  dis- 
cussed and  decided  upon. 

Those  present  were:  Mrs.  Geneve  J. 
Dalton,  President  o<f  the  South  African 
Mission  Relief  Societies;  Airs.  Beatrice 
Julyan,  Rondebosch ;  Mrs.  Maude  Mor- 
ton, Mowbray;  Mrs.  Florence  E.  Spear, 
Bloemfontein ;  Mrs.  Johanna  Hubert, 
Johannesburg,  and  her  daughter,  Olga, 
who  was  a  special  house  guest  at  Cumo- 
rah ;  Mrs.  Maude  Street,  Durban  ;  Mrs. 
Jesse  Trestrail,  Durban ;  Mrs.  Johanna 
Herbst,  Robertson;  Mrs.  Edith  Jakins, 
the  Strand  ;  Miss  Lily  Clark,  Kimberley  ; 
Mrs.'  Maude  Jubber,  East  London  ;  Aliss 
Christina  Rudd,  Port  Elizabeth ;  and 
Mrs.  J.  E.  S.  Brummer,  of  Johannes- 
burg, who  is  a  lady  Missionary. 

The  Sisters  commenced  activities  at 
7.30  every  morning,  and  concluded  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night.  Each  day  was  in- 
terspersed with  recesses  for  light  refresh- 
ments, lunch,   and  a  tennis  tournament. 

The  Sisters  seemed  to  be  girls  again, 
and  with  glee  and  joy  learned  to  love 
each  other,  as  they  all  stayed  in  the  large 
dormitory  at  "  Cumorah  "  and  ate  at  the 
same  table.  Odd  enough,  it  is,  that 
scarcely  any  of  them  had  e^  er  met  be 
fore  the  first  day,  but  by  reason  of  the 
same  teachings  they  had  received  through 
the  ministration  of  the  Elders,  and  by 
reason  of  the  contact  the  News  Letters 


in  Cumorah  Southern  Cross  gave  them, 
they  were  acquainted  almost  instantly 
and  were  at  once  Sisters  together. 

Resolutions  were  made,  conclusions 
deduced,  and  instructions  received  with 
a  spirit  of  unity.  Xo  majority  controlled 
any  vote.  Unless  a  unanimous  decision 
was  reached,  the  matter  before  the  Con- 
vention was  tabled,  or  parts  stricken,  or 
added,  to  conform  to  the  full  desire  of 
the  Representatives.  A  vote  of  love  was 
always  made. 

The  little  booklet,  "  The  Value  of  Life 
Here  and  Hereafter,"  prepared  by  Pre- 
sident and  Sister  John  A.  Widtsoe,  of 
the  European  Missions,  was  joyously  re- 
ceived as  the  study  course  for  the  various 
Branch  Societies  for  the  year  1932. 

Theology  and  testimony  instruction  for 
the  first  lesson  night  of  each  month  ; 
work  and  business  for  the  second  night  ; 
literature— a  study  of  Biblical  woman 
characters,  for  the  third  night;  and  social 
service  for  the  fourth  night  immediately 
grips  the  attention  of  a  reader,  and  each 
morning  the  Sisters  pre-viewed  the  les- 
sons for  the  respective  meeting  nights, 
with   accumulating  enthusiasm. 

The  slogan,  "  We  stand  for  a  more 
sincere  sisterly  love,  through  application 
of  the  Savior's  Parables  and  Teachings,'* 
was  enthusiastically  accepted  by  the 
Convention.  As  a  result  of  the  sugges- 
tion made  by  the  recent  Mission  Presi- 
dents of  Relief  Societies'  Conference  in 
Copenhagen,  that  all  Relief  Society  mem- 
bers should  be  tithe-payers,  as  well  as 
other  members,  the  additional  slogan, 
"  Every  members'  name  on  the  tithing 
list,"  was  adopted,  with  a  determination 
to  make  it  a  reality. 

Another  interesting  resolution  by  the 
convention  was  the  following:  It  is  re- 
solved that  the  Relief  Society  Sisters  en- 
courage, all  they  can,  the  observance  of 
Fast  Day  (the  first  Sunday  in  the 
month)  by  fasting  and  prayer,  and  also 
by  paying  fast  offerings  themselves. 

A — It    was    concluded    that    complete 
Fast    Day    observance    meant    complete' 
abstainance    from    food    and   water   from 
the  Saturday  evening  meal  until  the  Sun- 
dav  evening  meal. 
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B — It  is  concluded  that  we  set  our 
Fast  Day  aside  by  fasting  and  praying 
for  some  purpose,  either  for  the  poor,  or 
unemployed,  or  some  other  deserving 
cause. 

C—  -It  is  concluded  that  it  is  advisable 
to  pay  our  fast  offerings  whether  we  fast 
or  not  on  Fast  Day,  to  provide  more 
means  to  help  the  poor. 

It  was  resolved  that  each  Relief  So- 
ciety Branch  organization  should  endea- 
vour to  increase  its  attendance  enroll 
ment  by  50'%  or  more,  friends  and  mem- 
bers included.  And  that  there  is  no  age 
limit  in  this  Mission  for  enrollment  in 
the  Relief  Society,  so  long  as  a  girl  or 
woman  desires  to  assist  in  the  work,  and 
keep  themselves  eligible  as  members. 

An  interesting  scheme  was  devised 
whereby  a  non-attendance  active  roll  will 
be  maintained.  This  means  that  those 
Sisters  or  friends,  who  desire  to  be  mem- 
bers, but  by  reason  of  distance,  infirmity, 
sickness,  or  expensive  transportation  can- 
not attend  the  meetings,  can  pay  their 
membership  fee  of  one  shilling,  be  en 
rolled,  study  the  lessons,  do-  work  and 
send  it  in,  and  keep  in  personal  touch 
with  the  Branch  or  Mission  Relief  So- 
ciety President,  and  thus  receive  the  edi- 
fication of  this  benevolent  society. 

It  is  understood  that  some  people  need 
help  by  reason  of  misfortune,  poor 
management,  floods,  disaster,  burnouts, 
sickness,  and  death,  and  as  a  result,  it 
was  resolved  that  such  people  should  be 
extensively  helped,  but  their  troubles 
kept  confidential.  But  with  the  poor 
who  seemingly  will  always  be  poor,  the 
Convention  went  on  record  that  they 
should  not  be  helped  solely  by  giving 
them  things,  but  that  they  should  be 
helped  to  abolish  such  conditions  by  edu- 
cating them  out  of  their  dilemma. 

Cleanliness     and     ventilation     in     the 


homes,  pergonal  cleanliness,  such  as 
teeth,  clothing,  and  the  body  generally 
was  stressed. 

The  Convention  went  on  record  as 
being  against  women  smoking;  realizing 
that  they  are  physically  the  weaker  of 
the  sexes,  and  that  their  home  duties 
keep  them  from  fresh  air.  The  grave 
possibilities  for  decline  in  fernale  strength 
if  women  partake  of  tobacco,  strong 
drink,  or  tea  and  coffee  was  immediately 
recognized. 

The  scul-stirring  testimony  meeting 
that  concluded  the  Convention  showed 
the  depth  to  which  the  (3ospel  had  pene- 
trated the  hearts  of  all  present.  Tears 
of  joy  were  shed  because  of  the  work 
accomplished  and  the  happiness  of  the 
occasion,  and  hearts  were  strained  at  the 
thought  of  its  close. 

The  financing  of  the  Convention  was 
done  by  the  special  funds  and  donations 
raised  by  the  Branch  Relief  Societies, 
outside  of  their  regular  charity  program. 
Three  of  the  Sisters  saved  on  this  fund 
by  reason  of  being  able  to  secure  passes 
on  the  Railroad.  The  aggregate  mileage 
traveled  by  the  eleven  Representatives, 
would  total  approximately  13,230  miles. 

The  Convention  was  visited  by  Mr. 
Haigh,  a  reporter  from  the  Cape  Argus 
and  a  praiseworthy  article  appeared  in 
that  paper  under  date  of  December  9th, 
sntitled,  "Mormon  Scheme  to  Help  Peer. ' 

Elder  John  C.  Dalton  very  efficiently 
acted  as  the  Clerk  and  Secretary  of  the 
Convention,  and  as  a  result  of  the  cumu- 
lative notes  taken  by  him,  an  official 
guidebook  will  be  arranged  for  each 
Branch,  providing  space  for  circular  let- 
ters or  current  instruction,  which  will 
frequently  be  issued  by  Mrs.  Dalton. 

President  Dalton  was  present  at  all  of 
the  meetings,  and  assisted  in  taking 
charge.     D. 


A   NOBLE   REVENGE. 

(Continued  from  page  2Q1). 
force  his  way  through  the  enemies  who 
surrounded  him.  He  recognized  his  in- 
sulter,  but  without  a  second  thought, 
rushed  to  his  assistance.  Supporting  the 
wounded  man  with  his  arm,  together 
they  fought  their  wfiy  through  to  their 
own  lines. 

Trembling    with    emotion,    ii:?    officer 


grasped  the  hand  of  the  soldier,  a.ud 
stammered  out  his  gratitude. 

"  Noble  man!  What  a  return  for  an  in- 
sult so  wantonly  given! 

The  young  man  pressed  his  hand  in 
turn,  and  with  a  smile  said  gently:  "  i 
told  you  I  would  make  you  repent  it." 

From  that  time  they  were  as  brothers. 

Such  is  the  nobilitv  of  a  generou.- 
heart.     Mill  Star  Vol.  86,  page  125. 
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Mission  Wide  Book  of  Mormon  Reading  Competion, 


Many  Reading  Circles  Completed.     New 
than  ever  before.     GET  A  Book 

To  know  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  true, 
one  must  read  it.  Those  are  not  Idle 
words.  They  mean  that  a  definite,  exact 
and  no  uncertain  knowdedge  of  the  divin- 
ity of  this  stupendous  masterpiece  of 
.ancient  history  can  enter  the  mind  of 
man,  by  reading'  it. 

Those  who  have  engaged  in  the  Mission 
Wide  Reading  Competition,  friend  and 
member  alike,  know  the  same  thing. 

The  old  members  who  have  neglected 
to  study  or  read  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
but  who  have  re-read  it  since  this  com- 
petition was  inaugurated  have  been  loud 
and  free  in  their  praise  of  it.  Their  old 
testimonies  that  have  been  dimmed  with 
neglect  have  been  re-lit  and  beam  with 
increased  brilliancy  in  the  autumn  of 
life. 

Voices  have  rung  clear  and  loud  in 
praise  for  the  Redeemer  that  He  has 
given  to  earth's  inhabitants  this  sacred 
record  to  assist,  them  to'  know  that  He 
liv.ed  and  died  and  that  the  Bible  is 
true. 

From  every  center  in  South  Africa 
word  is  received  of  the  success  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  Reading  Circles.  Con- 
sult a  Mormon  Elder  and  get  a  reading 
Circle  started  in  your  home. 

The  rules  of  the  competition  are  sim- 
ple. Each  person  reading  the  book 
through  counts  one  unit.  Each  person 
reading  with  four  others  the  assignments 
below  counts  one  unit  but  each  person 
may  engage  in  several  reading  circles. 

Much  information  as  to  names  and 
reading  circles  is  contained  in  the  Mis- 
sion News  Notes  and  will  not  be  given 
here. 

The  assignment  for  the  reading  circles 
is  short,  but  very  interesting  and  most 
anyone  will  enjoy  getting  four  others  a- 
bout  them  and  going  through  it  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  America's  history  foretold  2500 
vears  ago. — 1st  Nephi,  Chap.  13,  page 
22. 


ones    being   started.       Keener    Interest 
of  Mormon  and  Start  Reading. 

A — Columbus      Verse  12 

B — Fate  of  Indians Verse  14 

C — The  Puritans        Verse  16 

D — -The  Revolutionary  War  Verses  17-19 
E— The  Bible ...     Verses  23-20 

2.  Why  the  Fall  and  the  Atonement ? 
Read  2nd  Nephi  2:  14-27,  page  54;  2nd 
Nephi  9:  6-16,  page  67;  Alma  42:  3-10, 
page  298. 

3.  No  Kings  to  rule  America.  Read 
2nd  Nephi  10:   10-14,  page  72. 

4.  The  last  days  foretold  bv  these 
Prophets,  2nd  Nephi  26:  14-32,  page  93. 
Compare  2nd  Nephi  26:  15-17,  page  93, 
with  Isaiah  29:  3-4.  Compare  2nd  Nephi 
27:  6-10,  page  96,  with  Isaiah  29:  1-10. 
Compare  2nd  Nephi  27:  15-35,  page  96, 
with  Isaiah  29:  11-24.  Important,  read 
2nd  Nephi,  chapters  28  and  29,  pages  98 
and  100. 

5.  Will  the  Lord  give  us  more  than  tho 
Bible?  Compare  2nd  Nephi  29:  2-3,  page 
100,  with  Ezekiel  37:  16-17. 

6.  Read  this  miraculous  conversion  of 
Alma.     Mosiah,  Chap.  27,  page  186. 

7.  Do  we  take  up  our  bodies  again? 
Read  Alma  11:  40-45,  page  223. 

8  Where  does  the  spirit  go  after 
death?    Read  Alma,  Chap.  40,  page  294. 

9.  Who  were  the  builders  of  earlv 
civilisation  discovered  by  modern  scient- 
ists? Read  Hclaman  3:  7-10,  page  361. 
Helarnan  6:  9-12,  page  373 

10.  An  instance  of  the  goodness  of  Cod 
to  Bis  servants.  Helarnan  5:  20-52,  page 
370. 

11.  Read  of  the  happenings  on  the 
American  continent  at  Christ's  cruci- 
fixion and  His  visits  there.  3rd  Nephi. 
Chaps.  8  to  11  inclusive,  pases  415  to 
42:-V 

12.  Christ  told  Jews  of  other  sheep 
(John  10:  16s).  Who?  Read  3rd  Nephi 
15:  13-24,  page  429. 
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13.  Institution  of  Sacrament  and  who 
should  partake.  3rd  Nephi  18:  1-14, 
page  434.    Read  entire  chapter. 

14.  Important,  read  Chapter  21  of  3rd 
Nephi,  page  442  (The  New  Jerusalem). 

15.  What  should  be  the  name  of  the 
Church?  Read  3rd  Nephi  27,  page  449. 

16.  An  interesting  promise  to  three  of 
the  Nephite  Prophets.  3rd  Nephi,  Chap- 
ter 28,  page  452. 

17.  Are  Christ  and  God  one  without 
form  or  was  man  made  in  the  image  of 
the  Only  Begotten?  Ether  3:  3-16,  page 
483.     Compare  Genesis  1 :  26-27. 

18.  x\re  unbaptised  infants  damned  or 
even  deprived  of  their  eternal  glory? 
Read  Moroni,  Chapter  8,  page  515. 

.19  A  Promise  to  Book  of  Mormon 
Readers.  Moroni  10:  4,  also  read  verses 
27  to  34  inclusive,  page  520. 

2d.  Testimonies  of  the  three  witnesses 
and  eight  witnesses  at  the  first  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon. 


MISSION   NEWS. 

Special. 

Kobe,  Japan,   Nov.   4,   1931. 

Dear  President :  Just  to>  let  you  know 
that  I  am  alive  and  well  and  feeling  fine. 
Surely  like  it  here.  Will  be  in  Hawaii 
soon  and  spend  a  month  there.  Love 
to    all    missionaries,    saints    and    friends. 

A.  K.  BERR.Y. 


CAPE  DISTRICT. 


"Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Rds.  Mobwray, 
C.P.:   Elder  C.   E.    Randall,    Dist.   President. 

Cumorah  is  again  very  happy  to'  wel- 
come President  Dalton  who  has  just 
completed  a  successful  mission  tour  and 
has  arrived  safely  back  home  again. 

Sister  Kathleen  M.  Brebner  and 
daughters  Lillian  Kathleen  and  Doreen 
Ann  Brebner  were  baptized  on  Tuesday, 
Nov.  17,  at  Cumorah,  by  District  Pre- 
sident Clarence  E.  Randall  and  con- 
firmed by  Elders  Richard  Knight,  Mar- 
cus F.  Smith  and  Willard  H.  Godfrey 
respectively. 

Thoroughly  interesting  sessions  of  Con- 
ference  were   held   in  the   Cape   District 


from  Nov.  19th  to  241h.  The  Relief 
Society  Conference  held  on  Thursday 
t9th,  was  well  attended  and  full  of 
splendid  talks  and  special  music.  Sun 
i lay  School  Conference  held  on  Nov.  22, 
was  made  up  of  inspiring  music,  talks 
and  interesting  recitations  which  were 
very  beneficial  to  all. 

A  baptismal  service  followed  at  which 
Violet  Maud  Phillips  was  baptized  by 
Dist.  Pres.  C.  E.  Randall  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Harold  H.  Smith.  Bertram 
Edward  Phillips,  Frank  John  Stegmann 
and  Cornelius  Van  Niekerk  were  bap- 
tized by  Elder  William  H.  Brummer  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  Clarence  D.  Taylor, 
Pres.  Don  Mack  Dalton  and  Elder  John 
C.  Dalton  respectively.  The  afternoon 
session  was  devoted  to  Genealogical  and 
Temple  work. 

A  large  crowd  of  Saints  and  friends 
gathered  at  the  General  Conference  ses- 
sion to  hear  the  inspirational  talk  of 
President  Dalton  and  the  good  music 
furnished  by  the  Mowbray  Choir.  A 
large  crowd  of  Saints  also  attended  the 
street  meeting  in  Adderley  Street.  A 
good  attendance  from  the  Strand  Branch 
helped  increase  the  attendance  at  all  con- 
ference meetings. 

The  Priesthood  Conference  on  Monday 
23rd,  and  the  Auxiliary  Conference  on 
Tuesday  24th,  were  full  of  spicy  reports: 
and  good  music. 

Thursday,  Nov.  26th,  a  social  was  held 
as  a  climax  to  this  eventful  week. 
Games,  music  and  a  basket  lunch  were 
enjoyed  by  all  present.  The  proceeds 
of  the  basket  lunches  were  given  to  the 
Relief    Society. 

Ruby  Edna  Phillips  and  Dennis  Fred- 
erick Phillips  were,  baptized  by  and  con- 
firmed by  W'illiam  H.  Brummer  at  the 
Strand  on  Nov.  24th. 

Elders  Marcus  F.  Smith  and  Willard 
H.  Godfrey  left  for  Port  Elizabeth  and 
East  London  respectively,  where  they 
will  continue  their  labors.  We  wish 
them  success  in  their  new  fields  of  labor. 

Interesting  lantern  lectures  have  been 
held  at  the  homes  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Knoble,  Observatory,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kaunimever,   Woodstock. 
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KIMBERLEY  DISTRICT. 


Mo  .7,  Short  Street,   Ktmberley:   Elder 
Clarence  S.   Barker,   Dist.   President. 


Lots  of  "  Hard  Plugging  "  proved  suc- 
cessful in  raising  sufficient  funds  to  send 
a  delegate  to  the  Relief  Society  Conven- 
tion in  Cape  Town,  December  5  to  12. 
A  second  food  salt'  and  social  was  held 
November  20,  in  the  home  of  Sister 
Sarah  Grotique,  Beaconsfield,  where  a 
.small  number  of  saints  and  friends  did 
valiant  work.  The  added  impetus  of 
Elder  Sutherland's  engraving  work 
donated,  plus  several  other  items,  gar- 
nered the  remaining  shilling  necessary  to 
procure  the  railway  ticket.  Sister 
Florence  E.  Spear,  President  of  the 
Blcemfontein  Relief  Society,  generously 
came  to  join  Sister  Lily  Clark,  Kimber- 
iey  delegate,  November  3,  the  two  leav- 
ing for  Cape  Town  the  next  morning. 

Elder  Herman,  J.  Smith,  recent  Dis- 
trict President  and  a  familiar  and  well- 
liked  figure  around  Kimberley  for  a  long- 
period,  called  to  "  buck  up  "  his  many 
friends  and  help  the  Gospel  work  along 
for  the  last  time  in  person,  November  30 
to  December  3,  before  leaving  for  Rho- 
desia and  America. 

A  fifth  book  of  Mormon  Reading  Circle 
has  been  initiated  in  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Rossouw.  As  with  the  other 
classes,  no  lack  of  interesting  discussion 
or  dearth  of  material  of  profound  depth 
can  be  found  by  the  most  astute  "Detec- 
tive-Imp of  Auld  Nickie-Ben. ' ' 

Defying  the  discriminatory  edict  of  the 
town  council,  Elder  Barker  and  Suther- 
land held  a  street  meeting  of  their  own 
on  the  Market  Square,  Sunday  Evening 
November  3D.  One  spectator  remarked 
that  it  was  a  shame  such  good  oratory 
had  so  few  listeners. 

Sister  Sarah  Grotique,  who  recently 
was  condemned  to  her  bed  for  almost 
two  weeks  by  the  doctor,  is  now  consider- 
ably improved,  for  which  all  the  Branch 
and  many  other  friends  are  sincerely 
o-rateful. 


NATAL  DISTRICT. 

No.   17.   Ailsa  Avenue,    Durban:    Elder 
John   Henry  Smith,   Dist.   President. 

President  Don  Mack  Dalton  arrived  in 

Durban  Nov.  1,  1931,  to  hold  District 
Conference.  As  the  Branch  has  changed 
from  the  Kings  Kinema  to  the  Doris 
Kinsman  Studio,  the  Sunday  School  Con- 
ference was  held  there,  with  32  attend- 
ing. After  a  very  interesting  service, 
all  the  Saints  gathered  at  the  home  of 
Bro.  and  Sis.  Trestrail,  where  the  Relief 
Society  had  prepared  a  cold  lunch. 
Everyone  enjoyed  the  "  American 
vegetable  salad  immensely.  At  2.30  a 
( i  enealogical  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Trestrail  home.  The  eighteen  people 
that  were  present  reaped  much  benefit 
from  the  instructions  that  were  given  on 
the  work. 

At  3.30  Elder  L.  Winslow  Hurst  bap- 
tized Bros.  Oliver  T.  Mayes,  Sidney 
Street,  and  John  Moore.  These  bre- 
thren were  confirmed  in  the  Evening 
Service  by  Elders  L.  W.  Hurst,  Ervin 
MacArthur,  and  President  Don  Mack 
Dalton,  respectively.  44  were  present 
at  the  Evening  Service,  at  which  Presi- 
dent Dalton  gave  the  principal  talk. 

Bro.  Henry  Trestrail  was  ordained  an 
Elder  by  President  Don  Mack  Dalton, 
on  November  3rd. 

The  Durban  Branch  Relief  Society 
has  been  very  active  again  this  month. 
On  Nov  3rd,  a  social  was  given  for  Pre 
sident  Dalton.  On  Nov.  17,  a  small 
dance  was  given  in  the  hall,  and  on  Nov 
23rd,  a  farewell  social  was  given  for 
Elder  Hurst.  Bro.  Billie  Bowie,  and 
Mr.  Allirer  furnished  the  music  for  the 
occasions. 

The  Branch,  wishes  to  thank  Mrs. 
Clark  for  her  kindness  in  singing  some 
delightful   vocal   solos   in  our  sendees. 


TRANSYAAL   DISTRICT. 

No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg: 

Eider  K.  Y.  Stringham,   Dist.   President. 

Johannesburg   is   growing! 

The  following  people  have  been  bap- 
tized during  the  last  month.  On  Oct. 
31st,  Sister  Wilhelmina  C.  S.  Cornelius 
was  baptized  by  Elder  Eldon  Harris  and 
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confirmed  by  Elder  Samuel  J,.  Gardner. 
On  the  22nd  of  November,  Elder  Her- 
man J.  Smith  baptized  Andres  Norman 
Olnagen  and  Eileen  Clara  Ninow.  They 
were  confirmed  by  Elder  Samuel  L. 
Gardner,  and  Bro,  Norman  Gr.  Muir  re- 
spectively. Petrus  Johannes  David  Pre- 
forms and  Frederick  George  Ninow  were 
baptized  by  Elder  Samuel  L>.  Gardner 
and  confirmed  by  Elders  Eldon  Harris 
and  Herman  J.  Smith  respectively.  The 
same  day,  at  Krugersdorp,  Daniel  Tobias 
Cornelius  was  baptized  by  Elder  Harris 
and  confirmed  by  District  President  K. 
Y.  Stringham.  On  Sunday,  Nov.  29th, 
Roelf  Petrus  Van  Rooyen  and  Myra 
Olnagen  Van  Rooyen  were  baptized  by 
Elder  K.  Y.  Stringham  and  confirmed  by 
Elders  S,  L.  Gardner  and  T.  Y.  Wilson 
respectively.  The  two  children  of  Bro- 
ther and  Sister  Van  Rooyen,  Roelf 
Henry  Van  Rooyen,  and  Monica  Anna 
Van  Rooyen,  were  blessed  on  Nov.  29th, 
by  Elders  S.  L.  Gardner  and  T.  Y. 
Wilson  respectively.  The  Johannesburg 
Branch  extends  a.  hearty  welcome  to  the 
new  members. 

Sister  Kitty  Smith,  who  underwent  a 
serious  operation  at  Krugersdorp,  is  re- 
covering nicely. 

The  M.I. A.  held  an  enjoyable  Hallow- 
een party  at  "  Ramah  "  on  the  6th  of 
Nov.  The  hall  was  decorated  appro- 
priately,  and  everyone  had  a  fine  time. 

Book  of  Mormon  Reading  Circles  are 
going  strong  in  the  Transvaal ;  several 
have  been  finished,  and  new  ones  are 
being  started.  Circles  have  been  started, 
during  the  last  month,  at  the  homes  of 
Bro.  and  Sis.  Orton,  at  Malvern ;  Bro. 
and  Sis,  Cook,  at  Parkview ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Botha,  at  Trefontein  ;  Bro.  and  Sis. 
Ninow  at  La  Rochelle ;  Bro.  and  Sis. 
Freer  at  Mayfair;  Bro.  and  Sis.  Van 
Rooyen,  at  Troyville.  The  Circles  have 
been  completed  at  the  homes  of  Sis. 
Vice  and  Sis.  Kruger,  both  of  Belgravia, 
and  Bro.  and  Sis.  Spear  of  Premier 
Mines. 

Elder  T.  Y.  Wilson  made  a  trip  to 
Springs,  where  he  paid  a  visit  to  the 
home  of  Bro.  and  Sis.  D.  T.  Jubber, 
who  had  been  out  of  touch  with  the 
Elders  for  some  time. 


klder  Herman  J.  Smith  left  for  Kim- 
berley  on  the  28th  of  November.  He 
stepped  at  POtchefstroom  and  baptized 
Dorothy  Hibbert.  After  a  few  days  at 
the  "  diamond  "  city,  he  will  join  Eldei 
D.  W.  Hurst  in  Johannesburg.  The  two 
will  leave  shortly  on  their  journey 
through  Rhodesia,  to  Beira,  where  they 
will  board  the  boat  for  Zion. 

The  Johannesburg  Sunday  School  is 
holding  a  concert  Dec,  4th,  in  order  to 
raise  funds  for  a  Xmas  Tree. 

Sister  Phyllis  Orton  sang  over  the 
wireless  on  Dec,  4th. 

Sister  Joyce  Cook,  our  Junior  Artist, 
has  played  the  leading  role  in  a  play, 
which  has  been  shown  in  several  places 
in  Johannesburg,  with  much  success. 

The  aged  father  of  Sister  M.  J.  Jou- 
bevt  passed  away  on  Nov.   29th. 

We  were  pleased  to  renew,  and  make, 
the  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Walker,  of 
Durban  (Sister  of  Sisters  Alice  Cook  and 
Nora  Fairall)   who  spent  a  holiday  here. 

Elder  Leonard  G.  Muir,  part-time  Mis- 
sionary, is  again  "  in  the  harness  "  after 
having  the  unhappy  experience  of  losing 
his  voice  for  some  time. 

Bro.  and  Sister  F.  J.  Spear  and  family 
of  Premier  Mine,  paid  "  Ramah  "  a  visit 
on  Nov.  29th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  and  family,  friends 
of  the  Elders,  have  moved  from  Pretoria 
to  Johannesburg.  We  are  glad  to  wel- 
come them. 

Edward  Lee  Hellyar  has  been  sus- 
tained as  2nd  Councilor  in  the  Mutual. 

Sis,  Johanna  Hubert,  1st  councilor  of 
the  Johannesburg  Branch  Relief  Society, 
and  daughter,  Olga,  left  for  Cape  Town 
on  Dec.  3rd,  where  they  will  represent 
their  Branch  at  the  Relief  Society  Con- 
vention. 

The  Waterval  Branch  has  been  struck 
with  a  wave  of  sickness  that  has  con- 
fined several  of  the  members  to  their 
beds. 

Mrs.  McMurtie,  her  son,  Ralph,  and 
small  daughter,  Gene,  motored  over  from 
Pretoria,  in  their  new  Hudson,  for  a 
surprise  visit  to  the  Elders,  on  Nov.  24th. 
Ralph  presented  Elder  Smith  with  one 
of  his  fine  paintings,  as  a  South  African 
souvenir. 
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District  President  K.  Y.  Stringham, 
and  Elder  Harris,  while  stopping  over 
night  in  Pretoria,  enjoyed  the  hospitality 
of  Mrs.   Cronje  and  family. 

The  Lantern  Lecture  has  been  shown 
at  the  following  homes:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kelly,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Single,  and  Bro. 
and  Sis.  Norman  G.  Muir,  of  Johannes- 
burg ;  and  the  Frazer,  Gannings,  and 
Osmond   homes  of  Pretoria. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 


No,   17,   Clyde  Street,   Port   Elizabeth: 
Eider   Evan   P.   Wright,    Dist.   President. 

Tne  M.I. A.  entertained  at  a  lively 
Halloween  party  on  the  regular  monthly 
open  night,  at  the  home  of  Bro.  and  Sis. 
Doller.  There  were  70  people  in  attend- 
ance and  everyone  got  his  share  of 
thrills.  The  guests  were  first  escorted 
by  "ghosts"  through  a  secret  tunnel 
into  the  death  chambers,  where  games 
were  played  and  refreshments  were 
served. 

Members  of  the  Branch  were  all  happy 
when,  on  Nov.  1st,  the  Mechanics  Hall 
was  again  obtained  for  meetings. 

On  Nov.  11,  1931,  Mission  President 
Don  Mack  Dalton  arrived  in  Port  Eliza- 
beth for  a  short  visit,  and  to  be  in  at- 
tendance at  the  semi-annual  Conference 
meetings.  Branch  Priesthood  meeting 
was  held  Wednesday,  and  three  meet- 
ings were  held  Sunday.  President  Dal- 
ton was  the  principal  speaker  at  all  Con- 
ference sessions.  He  gave  encourage- 
ment to  all  and  presented  Gospel  sub- 
jects in  a  way  that  was  very  interesting 
to  Saints  and  friends.  During  his  stay, 
President  Dalton  made  a  trip  to  Uiten- 
hage,  through  the  courtesy  of  W.  E. 
Morris,  who  furnished  his  car  for  the 
trip,  and  held  a  meeting  there.  On 
November  15th,  the  President  left  for 
the  Cape. 

On  Nov.  14-th,  the  M.I. A.  sponsored  a 
public  dance  in  order  to  aid  the  fund  for 
a  Christmas  Tree  party.  A  large  crowd 
was  in  attendance,  and  the  evening  was 
a  complete  success.  The  plans  are  well 
under  way  for  the  Xmas  party,  and  word 
has  been  received  from  the  North  Pole, 
that  Father  Christmas  will  be  present  on 


Dec.  21st,  the  night  of  the  big  event. 

Gavin  Wilfred  Kozikiewicz,  infant  son 
(  t  Bro.  and  Sis.  Joseph  Kozikiewicz, 
was  named  and  blessed  by  Elder  John 
H.    Smith,   on   November   18th. 

Sis.  Wilhelmina  Fourie,  daughter  of 
Sis.  E.  M.  Humphries  was  married  to 
Tomodius  Swanepoel  on  Nov.  23rd.. 
Members  of  the  Branch  join  in  wishing 
joy  and  happiness  to  Sister  "  Mina  "  and 
her  husband. 

Sis.  Swanepoel,  who  was  recently  bap- 
tized by  Elder  Brummer,  of  Cape  Dis- 
trict, paid  the  Elders  in  Port  Elizabeth 
a  visit  on  Nov.  21st.  She  has  been 
visiting  her  daughter  in  Uitenhage. 

EAST   LONDON. 


No.  66,  St.  George's  Road,  East  London: 
Elder  R.  j.    Evans,   Dist.   President. 

A  rush  trip  was  made  to  King  Wil- 
liams Town  on  Nov.  5th,  by  List.  Pres. 
Evans,  and  Elder  B.  C.  Peterson  to 
arrange  for  a  public  meeting  there,  and 
also  to  visit  the  members.  The  Elders 
report  a  good  trip  up  there,  but  say 
that  the  trip  back  wasn't  so  nice  as  the\ 
didn't  relish  pushing  "  Mable,"  the 
motor-bike  for  ten  miles  on  account  of 
fiat   tyres. 

The  East  London  District  Conference 
was  held  from  Nov.  Gth  to  8th.  Presi- 
dent Dalton  was  in  attendance,  and 
while  in  East  London,  he  visited  most  of 
the  members  and  friends.  The  Relief 
Society  Conference  was  held  on  the  even- 
ing of  Nov.  Gth,  at  the  home  of  Bro. 
and  Sis.  J.  M.  Toughey.  After  a  splen- 
did program.  President  Dalton  gave  the 
Sisters  instruction  and  encouragement  iu 
the  work. 

A  Branch  social  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Bro.  and  Sis.  Charles  H.  Jubber  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  7th.  An  enjoyable 
time  was  had  by  all.  President  Dalton 
lost  his  crown  as  champion  cake-eater  of 
the  Mission,  to  Elder  Peterson  and  Mel- 
vin  Jubber. 

A  District  Priesthood  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Elder's  quarters  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, at  which  President  Dalton  took  up 
problems  concerning  the  Branch  with 
the  brethren  present. 
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In  the  afternoon,  a  Sunday  School 
Conference  was  held  at  the  Sons  of  Eng- 
land, Minor  Hall,  at  -which  President 
Dalton  exhorted  the  Saints  to  hold  true 
to  the  Gospel  to  the  end,  promising 
blessings  to  those  who  did  so.  A  Ge- 
nealogical meeting  was  held  immediately 
afterword,  at  which  President  Dalton 
gave  instructions  on  the  Genealogical 
work. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  General  Ses- 
sion of  Conference  was  held  at  the 
S.O.E.  Minor  Hall.  At  this  meeting, 
President  Dalton  gave  a  very  interesting 
talk,  in  which  he  showed  just  what 
"  Mormonism  "  is,  what  its  fruits  are, 
and  what  "  Mormons  "  have  to  work  for. 
He  also'  spoke  for  some  time  on  the 
necessity  of  prayer,  showing  how  essen- 
tial it  is.  Musical  numbers  were  fur- 
nished by  Sister  Olive  Flitter,  and  Miss 
Patty  Nicholson  of  Durban. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Mor- 
ris Kramer  Hall,  King  Williams  Town, 
on  Monday,  Nov.  9th.  President  Dalton 
spoke  on  the  "  Restoration  of  the  Gos- 
pel," explaining  to  the  people  the  neces- 
sity  of   it,    and   also   how   it   took   place. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


While  at  King  Williams  Town,  President 
Dalton,  and  the  two  East  London  Elders 
visited  the  members  of  the  church  there. 
There  have  been  quite  a  number  on 
the  sick  list  during  this  past  month. 
Among  those  are  Brother  Marais, 
who  has  had  a  hand  injured,  and  has 
had  to  have  it  cut  upen  again,  being 
confined  to  the  hospital  for  a  few  days. 
Pro.  C.  H.  Jubber  is  also  off  work  with 
an  infected  foot,  caused  by  something 
falling  on  it,  while  he  was  at  work.  The 
foot  was  weak  from  wounds  received  in 
the  war.  Elder  Peterson  has  also  had 
a  few  days  of  fasting  and  keeping  silent, 
due  to  some  swollen  tonsils.  All  are 
doing  nicely,  although  both  Bro.  Marais 
and  Bro.  Jubber  are  still  off  work. 
Elder  Peterson  is  up  and  around  again. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  reading  is  com- 
ing right  along.  Bro.  B.  A.  T.  Jubber 
has  finished  it  and  started  over  again. 
The  Circle  reading  is  also  progressing. 

Sunday  Evening  meetings  are  still 
being  held  alternately  at  the  homes  of 
Bro.  and  Sis.  C.  H.  Jubber,  and  Bro. 
and  Sis.   J.   M.  Tou^hev. 


Something    to    make 
a  noise  about  ! 


Ask   for 


McKay's  Bread 


Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory : 

Main  Road       -       Mowbray. 


THE   Hardware    House 

HAMILTON    &    DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

Phone  531  Woodstock. 

MOWBRAY 
FISH      SUPPLY 

Phone  996    Woodstock. 
Fresh  and   Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


Is  "ELRICO' 


CHICK 
FOODS 


POULTRY      GRAINS 


D      MEALS. 
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Household  Supplies  and  Sundries- 


CALDERCO  (Pty.)  LTD. 


Main     Road, 


(Manufacturers), 
Phone  31   and  258. 


Wynberg. 
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